
 

NEWS RELEASE 
 www.bridgeporthospital.org 

For immediate release                                 
Contact: John Cappiello, (203) 384-3637 
John.Cappiello@bpthosp.org 
 
Bridgeport Hospital echocardiography lab reaccredited 

BRIDGEPORT, CT (Feb. 27, 2014) – Bridgeport Hospital’s echocardiography laboratory has been 
reaccredited for a full three-year term by the Intersocietal Accreditation Commission (IAC) for 
meeting national standards of care. The reaccreditation follows a thorough review of the laboratory’s 
operations and technology by a panel of experts.  

“IAC accreditation is a ‘seal of approval’ that patients can rely on as an indication that our 
Echocardiography Laboratory has been carefully critiqued on all aspects of its operations,” said Gilead 
Lancaster, MD, medical director of Non-Invasive Cardiology at Bridgeport Hospital’s Joel E. Smilow 
Heart Institute. “This achievement is also a reflection of the skill and dedication of our entire staff, 
including cardiologists and sonographers.”  

This is the third reaccreditation for the Bridgeport Hospital echocardiography lab, which was one of 
the first labs in the nation to being recognized by the IAC. 

Cardiovascular disease remains the leading cause of death in the United States, accounting for one 
death every 39 seconds, according to Dr. Lancaster. “Early detection of life-threatening heart disorders 
through tests such as echocardiograms can result in prompt treatment and prevent many of those 
deaths,” he said.  

The Joel E. Smilow Heart Institute at Bridgeport Hospital has been at the forefront of advanced 
cardiovascular care for more than 50 years. The hospital is the site of Fairfield County’s first open-
heart surgery, diagnostic cardiac catheterization procedure, balloon angioplasty and cardiac 
electrophysiology laboratory. More recently, the hospital was the first in New England to perform an 
innovative hybrid ablation procedure that combines the best surgical and catheter-based approaches to 
treat atrial fibrillation, the most common heart rhythm disorder.   

Part of Yale New Haven Health System, Bridgeport Hospital is a 383-bed acute care hospital (plus 42 
beds licensed to Yale-New Haven Children’s Hospital) serving parts of Fairfield and New Haven 
counties, including Connecticut’s most populous city. The hospital admits more than 18,000 patients 
and receives more than 240,000 outpatient visits annually. 
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Photo caption: In the Bridgeport Hospital echocardiography lab: Dawn Blaszka, lead cardiac 
sonographer (seated); Gilead Lancaster, MD, medical director of Non-Invasive Cardiology (standing, 
left); and Prince Mundackal, cardiac sonographer (right).  

 
 


